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Dear Sir or Madam: 

L Kothapalli Vrnkata Raju, hereby declare that; 

1. I am a co-inveritur of the above-idenliJitsd application, and hold a PhD in 
Chemistry. 

2. I have 32 years* experience in the field of organic coatings, including adhesives, 
ntiriocoatings, sol-gel coatings, dendniTier^ water- based coatings Mid the like. 

3. My current position is Scientist, Organic Coatings- & Polymer Division, Indian 
Institute of Chemical Technology^ Hyderabad, India, 

4. I have reviewed the. office action mailed I S-Feb.nm[y-20itl the claims 
rejected "therein, and the references died by the Ex&mkier. These references include Wu 
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(USP 3,997,694), Wu (I JSP 3,943 J 87), Shanton (USP 5,776,619), WD 9S/23179 and 

Christaasan et al (USP 4,335,829). 

5. The present invention is directed to a food-grade packaging coating iTjatcria! 
cabbie of serving us an oxygen harrier wbe-n applied to a packaging substrate, in my opinion, 
none of the cited references discloses a packaging material having such a capability. 

6. The Wu references arc directed to a ductile, formable coating for ahitfriniim and 
steel cans. The coating contains eposy resin and well as an. acrylic polymer. These references 
make no mention of the suitability of this resulting material as a food grade packaging coating 
capable of providing an. oxygen barrier, 

7. The Sh&nton reference is directed to an improved pa per bo aid or plate stock useful 
for food containers such as plates, bowls, trays etc. Sfaanton mentions the use of food grade 
pigments for coloration., aod even mentions that calcined clay is one such pigment. However, 
Shanton makes no mention of the oxygen lw.ri.er property of using calcined clay in combination 
with an alkyd or epoxy resin, Ti02, and Talc. 

8. The WO 99/23 L 79 reference Is directed to a coating composition for 
paper-board, arid employs latex and various colorants arid a bo extenders/fillers like 
calcocd kaolin, precipitated silicas, synthetic and precipitated calcium carbonate, calcined 
clay, etc. These materials are used as fillers/extenders 10 reduce cost, and WO 99/23 179 
do as not appreciate the oxygen, barrier property of using calcined clay m combination with 
an. alkyd or epoxy resin, Ti02, and Talc, 

9. At the time the present application was filed, Nilset 117 was a known anti-sett ling 
agent used m coatings. Attachment A is a 2001 article, entitled -'Optimization of product 
performance of a paint formulation using a mixture experiment 15 , T A pp. Stat. v. 28. n. 2, pp. 
199-213 {200 J), Oia page Nilset 1 17 is mentioned as bemg an anti-settling agent. 

10. Borcfai Gol E2 k a known flow-promo ier - and de-aerating agerrt, as mdicat«d in 
Attachment B, which is a data she-el taken from botchers, coiti^ dated 25- Feb- 2 009. 
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11. At the time the present 'application was filed, Borelii Got E2 was a known 
compound. Attachment CI which coniprises- a Gcrnran-knguage safety d&la sheet fbr BoFchi Gol 
T?2 :: dated 1 U-Sep-2002, abng with its English translation, ^hows that Boxcfai Goi E2 was known 
over a year before the filing dale of the present application, 

12. The original application had a typographical error in that "Hapco NXZ :: 
included in the specification and claims, rattier than **Nopco NXZ >V . It is my opinion Chat one 
skilled in the art. of organic coalings., upon reading the present specification, and especially the 
examples lh»eai 9 would understand that '"'Nopco was meant, and not "Hapco "NXZ". 

13. Napoo NXZ is a well known anti-foaniing agent. AttaclimenL D contains a Jist of 
US patents issued in the years 1995 2002,. which mention Nopco NXZ U.S. Patent No. 
5,846,, 1 25 is just one of many patents that not only mention Nopco NXZ, but also specify that it is 
an. anti-faamiog agent 

14. f further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be fsruc: and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful fake statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 1 001 of Title J 8 of the United Code, 
and that such willful, take statements may jeopardize the validity of this application or any patent 
issuing thereo n. 



Respectfully Submitted, 





K V. S. N. Raju 




